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February 22, 2013 

 

Victoria Nuland, Spokesperson 

Daily Press Briefing, Selections on Egypt 

Washington, DC 

QUESTION: Do you have any comment on the parliamentary elections schedule set in Egypt? 

MS. NULAND: I think Brad’s referring to the fact that the Egyptian Government has put 

forward a calendar for the parliamentary elections to take place. This is obviously going to be an 

Egyptian process, so we refer you to them with regard to the dates and the logistics and how this 

is going to work. 

As we have throughout this process, we encourage the Egyptian Government to carry out the 

upcoming parliamentary elections in a transparent, free, and fair manner. That includes allowing 

independent domestic and international organizations to monitor the process, in keeping with 

standard practices. The Egyptian people have every right to expect that the highest international 

standards will be met in the way these elections are conducted, and to be assured that their 

government is going to ensure a safe and secure environment for them. 

We’d also like to take this opportunity to urge all Egyptians to get out and vote, express yourself 

through democratic mechanisms and at the polls. 

QUESTION: In the recent elections, there was kind of ban of not – it was not permitted for the 

international observers to attend, especially the American ones. How do you – is this issue 

solved or somehow raised with the Egyptian Government? 

MS. NULAND: Well, as I just said, we would hope that the Egyptian people would have the 

benefit of a full of range of domestic and international observers on these elections to validate 

the free, fair, and transparent nature of them. Let me also say that we’re encouraging all political 

parties and individuals with an interest in representing the Egyptian people to participate, to put 

themselves forward. This is democracy in action and it needs to be a vibrant and fully 

participatory process. 

QUESTION: Can I just, because you mentioned this additional point, because as the people who 

are following what’s going on in Egypt, the opposition, or let’s say the secular or non-Islamist 

forces, they propose some ideas or thoughts in the mechanism of these democratic process, and 

all of them were rejected by the Morsi and his brothers. And that’s the whole idea. I mean, how 

you can solve this thing? I mean, especially the time is like next month, I mean, within a month 

or so. Do you have any suggestion? Do you have any raising issue? Of course the Secretary may 

raise this issue in his coming trip. I don’t know. 



MS. NULAND: Well, as I said, we want to see these elections be free, fair, and transparent. We 

want to see a level playing field. We want to see anybody who chooses to participate be able to 

do so. We want to see a strong turnout. We want to see any concerns about the process settled by 

dialogue and through consensus, as we’ve been saying all the way along. 

QUESTION: Can I go back to Egypt for a second? 

MS. NULAND: Quickly and then we’ll -- 

QUESTION: Very quickly. Because Mohamed ElBaradei just issued a statement saying that 

holding elections, or Morsi’s plan to hold elections, amidst turmoil is a recipe for disaster. How 

do you see that? 

MS. NULAND: Again, we talked quite extensively about this at the top. You know the 

principles that are going to undergird our approach to this. They’re very much in line with the 

principles that have applied to our approach all the way through. We want the Egyptian people to 

have the chance at real democratic choice in a transparent manner, free and fair, that they worked 

so hard to have the opportunity for.
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QUESTION: Egypt? 

MS. NULAND: Yeah. 

QUESTION: In recent days, the situation economic, whether is economic or political, getting 

worse. What is the latest assessment or reading of what’s going on from your perspective? 

MS. NULAND: Well, you know the concerns that we have had all the way through, but we were 

– we spoke about this quite a bit last week, both in terms of our hope that there will be broad 

dialogue – the government has called for this, that all the stakeholders in Egypt will sit down and 

try to resolve their concerns and their grievances in a peaceful manner through dialogue. 

But at the same time, we’ve had grave concerns about the violence that has – that we’ve seen in 

the context of the protests, particularly the sexual violence against women, which is just 

completely unacceptable in any country. And I’m sure that the Secretary will have more to say, 

and he’ll want to do a lot of listening when he is in Cairo in two weeks. 

QUESTION: Yeah. Do you have any information about the recent contacts regarding discussion 

this issue between American officials and – or its ongoing discussion? 

MS. NULAND: Our embassy is involved every day on a daily basis, led by Ambassador 

Patterson, in trying to talk to all of the stakeholders in Egypt and encourage them to work with 

each other. 

QUESTION: Recently it was mentioned many times that according to officials or – it – those 

who are in charge of the country of Egypt that their narrative of the things is that there are people 

who are trying to put an obstacle to democratic process. And they are repeating and repeating 

and repeating either in English or in Arabic. Do you agree with that that the demonstrations or 

other things that’s going on is – protests – are the ones that put an obstacle for democratic 

process? 

MS. NULAND: On the contrary. Whether we’re talking about Egypt or any other country on the 

planet, frankly, we support the right of peaceful protest as one means for citizens to express 

themselves to their government. But protest has to be peaceful and the response to protest also 

has to be restrained and peaceful on the part of the government. 



QUESTION: Another question related, a follow-up. Do you think that President Morsi has the 

power to stop this violence or this unrest in the country? 

MS. NULAND: Again, we’re going to have a chance to talk about all these issues. The 

Secretary will have a chance to talk to President Morsi himself soon, as well as to meet with lots 

of different groups in Egypt when we are there. And I think he’s looking forward to that. We 

want to see Egyptians express their grievances peacefully. We want to see the government 

engage stakeholders across the spectrum in Egypt to resolve the frustrations and the concerns, 

because that’s what the people of Egypt expected when they went into the street in Tahrir to 

begin with. 

QUESTION: Many people in this city who are concerned about Egyptian-American relations, 

and they are asking recently, I mean, for more tough-love language regarding Egypt, not just like 

to do the same mistake as it was said mentioned, and it’s going to be published in The 

Washington Post, regarding the same language which was used before with Mubarak and the 

consequences were known. What do you think about it? Is there enough tough language or not 

yet? 

MS. NULAND: I think we’ve been very clear about our aspirations on behalf of the Egyptian 

people to see the country develop democratically, peacefully, to have the views of all heard and 

respected under the constitution and under the rule of law. But as I said, the Secretary’s going to 

be there in a week and a half. He’ll have a chance to talk to lots of Egyptians, and I’m sure he’ll 

have more to say on that himself. 
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QUESTION: Over the weekend, more violence took place and especially there was a case – 

obvious case – a televised case of police brutality. And it was not just brutality, it was more than 

– even trying after that, there was kind of a simplification or – I mean, justification of what 

happened and he retreat and all these things. I mean, how do you see this escalation of violence 

and especially when it’s done by the police forces? 

MS. NULAND: Well, thank you for that. We strongly condemn the recent violence and the 

attacks that have taken place in Egypt. We are extremely disturbed by these incidents, including 

sexual assaults against women and the beating of a defenseless man last week. We understand 

that the Government of Egypt has now apologized for the beating of the individual. We’re also 

concerned that this violence against women is preventing women from exercising their right to 

peaceful assembly, freedom of association and freedom of expression. And we urge the 

Government of Egypt to thoroughly, credibly, and independently investigate all claims of 

violence and wrongdoing by security officials and demonstrators and to bring perpetrators to 

justice. Accountability is the best way to prevent recurrences of these kinds of incidents. 

More broadly, as we’ve been saying since this spate of violence began, Egyptians participated in 

their revolution in order to bring democracy, in order to bring rule of law and freedom for all, not 

more violence, not sexual assaults, not looting. And all Egyptians, regardless of gender, political 

affiliation, or religion, deserve the right to safe assembly in public without fear of violence. And 

we call on the Egyptian Government to make that possible. 

QUESTION: One follow-up on this, Toria. If we’re speaking about the same man who was 

beaten and I believe stripped and then dragged, are you particularly – at least according to the 

reporting that I’ve seen, the police initially denied beating him and he initially denied it. And 

then a video of it came out and he then subsequently said that yes, this is what had happened. 

Are you particularly concerned that the police denied beating him and it appears, according to his 

own statements, leaned on him to deny it as well and only fessed up when the video came out? 

MS. NULAND: Well, obviously, this is why we are calling so strongly today for an 

investigation of all of these kinds of incidents, because, again, there has to be accountability. 

That’s the best way to ensure that the environment improves both in terms of public security for 

citizens exercising their rights peacefully and to prevent violence by demonstrators. 



QUESTION: Are you aware of any prosecutions that have resulted from cases of the 

mistreatment either of ordinary demonstrators or sexual assaults on female demonstrators or 

reporters since the – since Mubarak’s downfall? 

MS. NULAND: My understanding is that there were some cases brought. I don’t know whether 

they came to conclusion in the context of the initial violence in Tahrir Square, but in terms of 

this first round, obviously it’s early days and we’re looking for the Egyptian Government to do 

the right thing. 

QUESTION: Could you take that question just to check with the people in the building who 

track that -- 

QUESTION: -- just to see whether you believe that there has been any significant effort to find 

and hold accountable those who may be responsible for such acts? 

QUESTION: I just wanted to ask you that – a woman, an Egyptian activist told NPR on Friday 

that sexual assault by the police and the military is actually a common practice by the military 

and by the security forces and so on, before Mubarak and after Mubarak, at a time when the 

Egyptians are actually receiving four F-16s to make a total of 224 thus far. 

MS. NULAND: Well, again, Said, I think that speaks to why we are being so strong and so 

vocal about this. We are now in an Egypt with a democratically elected president who has to be 

the president for all Egyptians and has to work with security officials to ensure that there is a safe 

and secure environment for all citizens of the country to express themselves peacefully – as long 

as they are peaceful. 
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