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May 15, 2014

Marie Harf, Deputy Spokesperson

Daily Press Briefing, selections on Nigeria, via telephone
Washington, DC

QUESTION: Marie, do you have any update on the — excuse me — on the search for the
Nigerian schoolgirls?

MS. HARF: Yeah. Not — I don’t have much of an update. As you know, the search is ongoing.
We’re playing a supporting role; Nigeria is in the lead. In addition to other support we’ve
announced recently — which included, I think, some manned aerial vehicles — we are now flying
unarmed UAVSs in support of the search effort. And as you also know, this is a very difficult
mission.

On the — related to this, as you may know, on Saturday there will be a meeting in Paris that’s
related to the — it’s called the Nigerian Security Conference. It’s really designed to bring together
a number of countries to encourage and improve regional cooperation in West Africa on
counterterrorism and really emphasize the importance of a comprehensive strategy that includes
not only military and security, but governance, rule of law, justice, development — all the issues
that really go into combating terrorism. Under Secretary of State Wendy Sherman will lead the
United States delegation to the conference, which we had not previously announced. So that’s
something new there in terms of our engagement and helping find a comprehensive strategy to
fight this threat.

But again, on the specifics, we’re continuing to work. The team’s in place and hopefully we can
make some progress soon.

QUESTION: Is there any new intelligence that the U.S. has been able to share with the
Nigerians, between the overflights and the satellite imagery? Anything that you can shed a light
on?

MS. HARF: No, not really. I mean, obviously, we can’t talk about all the ways we collect
information on trying to find these girls. But we are continuing to work through arrangements
that allow us to share intelligence information with Nigeria. We’re working to build a baseline
for that; we are working on getting as much information as possible. But again, I think we’ve all
said this is — we’re basically searching for these girls in an area that’s roughly the size of West
Virginia. So it’s a tough challenge, to be sure.

QUESTION: Is there any confidence that all of the girls are still within Nigerian borders, or is
there the working assumption that some of them may have been taken to Chad or to Mali. And
related to that, has the U.S. been able to obtain permission from those governments to conduct
surveillance flights over those two countries?

MS. HARF: That’s a good question. I don't know the answer to that. We have said that there
are indications that some might have been moved. Obviously, we’re looking at all options for



where they may be. But I can check with our folks and see if there’s more light to shed on how
we’re working with other countries.

QUESTION: Okay. And I know that it may be in bad form for the U.S. Government to do so,
but apparently, some 32, 33 days after these girls were abducted, the Nigerian president is finally
in Chibok to visit the school and meet with relatives. Is that even appropriate at this point?

MS. HARF: What, that he would be there meeting with the families?
QUESTION: Well, after 32, 33 days, doesn’t it seem as if, why bother?

MS. HARF: Well, I don’t think I would ever say, “Why bother,” for folks meeting with
families of people who are clearly hurting and want to see their girls come home. | do think,
what we’ve said from the beginning, that time is of the essence, and that that’s why we’ve tried
to move as quickly as we could to move assets into place to help with this. And I think that the
Nigerian Government, who is in the lead here, does realize that as well.



May 13, 2014

Jen Psaki, Spokesperson

Daily Press Briefing, selections on Nigeria
Washington, DC

QUESTION: I wondered if there was any updates you could give us on the search for the school
girls. Yesterday there was — a senior Administration official was saying that there are manned
assets which are being flown over Nigeria with the government’s permission. Could you give us
a little bit more update on what those are about — whose planes, who’s flying them?

MS. PSAKI: U.S. Let me give you a couple of updates on Nigeria. The search is ongoing, as
you all know. The Nigerians continue to be in the lead. We’re playing a supporting role and
bringing our capabilities and expertise to bear in supporting their efforts and complementing
their efforts. Our interdisciplinary team — the entire team is in place on the ground at the
Embassy to provide military and law enforcement assistance as well as intelligence, surveillance,
and reconnaissance support. We’ve provided commercial satellite imagery and are flying
manned intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance aircraft over Nigeria with the
government’s permission. We’re also working closely with international partners on the ground
broadly about the entire effort, including with the United Kingdom and France. In New York,
we’re continuing to press for additional multilateral action, including UN Security Council
sanctions on Boko Haram. As you know, of course, this is a difficult mission, and we’re looking
for the girls in an area roughly the size of New England. So we continue to work with the team
on the ground on that effort.

QUESTION: Can you tell us what kind of aircraft you’re using?

MS. PSAKI: They are manned DOD fixed-wing aircraft.

QUESTION: More than one?

MS. PSAKI: Idon’t—1I believe so. I don’t have any details, and I don’t think I’ll —
QUESTION: Can you tell us how many missions you’ve flown so far?

MS. PSAKI: Probably not, but I’ll check and see if there’s more detail.

QUESTION: And do you have a Nigerian team with you on those flights? | mean, is it just
purely U.S. military who are flying these, or is there --

MS. PSAKI: I'm happy to check and see if we’re going to get into any greater level of detail
than what I’ve just laid out.

QUESTION: Can I --

QUESTION: Has the U.S. intelligence been able to --



QUESTION: Will you support the Nigerians if they --
MS. PSAKI: Let’s just do one at a time. Go ahead.

QUESTION: Will you support the Nigerians if they go ahead and negotiate with the Boko
Haram?

MS. PSAKI: | addressed this yesterday. Go ahead.

QUESTION: Did you say where the flights are originating or where the planes are coming from,
what country?

MS. PSAKI: No, I didn’t get into that level of detail. I don’t think we’re going to. So — go
ahead. More on Nigeria? Go ahead.

QUESTION: Yeah. Has the video been authenticated by U.S. intelligence?

MS. PSAKI: We’re still continuing to look into that as our intelligence experts mentioned
yesterday — or as I mentioned about what they’re doing. They’re continuing to comb through
every detail of the video for clues that might help in the ongoing effort, but I don’t have any new
updates on that today.

QUESTION: The local governor is saying that he was able to show the video to some of the
parents and they were able to identify their children. Has that information been provided to
whoever’s doing this verification for assistance?

MS. PSAKI: Well, it was publicly broadcast, but I don’t have any other additional details in
terms of our efforts.

QUESTION: Well, in the town where they happen to be living, they don’t have internet. And so
they had to actually put together a viewing for them so that they could take a look at it.

MS. PSAKI: T am aware. We’ve seen those reports.

QUESTION: Right. Yes.

MS. PSAKI: Idon’t have any other — what I’'m conveying is that what — the story you’re telling
right now was publicly broadcast, so I think everybody’s aware of it. But I don’t have anything

new to convey in terms of our specific search or the video.

QUESTION: Can I ask you the same question | asked yesterday? How, exactly, would — what
do you mean by “authentication” and “verification” of this video?

MS. PSAKI: Well --



QUESTION: Are U.S. officials looking at this to be — with the eye — with an eye toward saying,
“Yes, these are the girls who” — “are some of the girls who were kidnapped,” or are they looking
at it — because I don’t know how the U.S. would have the ability to authenticate or verify this
video, unless you had photographs of each — so --

MS. PSAKI: What | said yesterday, Matt, was we have no reason to question the authenticity.
QUESTION: Right. No, I understand that. Are they looking at it to try and say, “Yes, this is
real,” or are they looking at it to try and see if they can locate or see if there are any clues in the
video that might indicate where exactly these people are?

MS. PSAKI: They’re looking at it for any clues or information that would help in our search.
QUESTION: All right. And then, recognizing that the overflights are all a DOD thing — | think,
right? It’s a — this is a DOD operation; it’s kind of not — we’re asking the wrong person if we’re
asking you for details on these flights, right?

MS. PSAKI: Mm-hmm, but I’'m happy to still follow up on it.

QUESTION: But do you know — in terms of the State Department, in terms of what this
building’s role or the Embassy’s role is, can you elaborate a little bit on — like, are there people
from State who are in these planes that you can — that you can speak to what they’re doing?
What — are there people on the ground and up in the north from the Embassy who are doing
coordination?

MS. PSAKI: Well, there are five State Department officials that --

QUESTION: But what are they doing? That’s --

MS. PSAKI: I’'m answering your question.

QUESTION: Okay. All right.

MS. PSAKI: They are — two strategic communications experts, a civilian security expert, and a
regional medical support officer are on the ground as part of the team. Obviously, this entire
team is working together, whether they’re from DOD or DOJ or the State Department.
QUESTION: Right. I understand that, but --

MS. PSAKI: Okay.

QUESTION: -- since you speak for the State Department, I’'m just wondering if — | mean, what
does a strategic communications person do in this instance?

MS. PSAKI: Well obviously, Matt, there are a range of steps that need to be taken here,
including the Nigerian Government’s efforts to communicate their needs and what’s happening



on the ground, including efforts to address what’s coming in from the outside. So we put together
a team that covers a range of capacities, and that’s — those are the five people from the State
Department.

QUESTION: Now, it just so happens that the AFRICOM commanding general, General
Rodriguez, was in Abuja for a pre-scheduled visit, and he ended up having a meeting, |
understand, with Assistant Secretary Sewall as well with the ambassador.

MS. PSAKI: He’s — Under Secretary Sewall — he’s traveling there with her on a prior scheduled
trip.

QUESTION: Can you — do you have a readout on the meetings that they had with their Nigerian
counterparts, given the enormity of this current situation?

MS. PSAKI: Tdon’t. I can check with their — with Under Secretary Sewall’s team and see if
there’s more. I’d point you to DOD for General Rodriguez’s schedule and any readouts.

Scott, in the back. Go ahead.

QUESTION: How much of this was part of this morning’s conversation with Foreign Minister
Fabius, especially as the French have taken more of a leadership role in the Trans-Sahelian terror
fight against AQIM?

MS. PSAKI: Well, they certainly share a concern about the girls and their location and our
efforts to fight terrorism in the region. The meeting they had was about 45 minutes, and it
covered a broad range of topics, so no topic took an enormous chunk of the meeting.

QUESTION: Can I just ask one more on these overflights? I appreciate it’s a — should be a
DOD question, but since we have you here as captive in front of us --

MS. PSAKI: Yes, I'm here. I'm captive.

QUESTION: You’re captive. Are any of these — are these flights just solely concentrated on the
Nigerian territory, or are you also looking into other countries, given that you had said last week
that you feared some of the girls might have been moved across the border?

MS. PSAKI: They’re — as | understand it —I’'m happy to check on this with the pool of other
questions — but they’re flying over Nigeria with the government’s permission. So I’m not aware

of other areas, but we can double-check that as well.

QUESTION: Can you check and see if you’ve sought permission from the neighboring
countries, particularly Chad and Cameroon, where you said that you thought --

MS. PSAKI: I will see if that’s a detail we would like to share.



May 12,2014

Jen Psaki, Spokesperson

Daily Press Briefing, selections on Nigeria
Washington, DC

QUESTION: Nigeria. I wondered if you’d seen the new video that’s out this morning, in which
it purports to show about 130 of the girls who were kidnapped by Boko Haram four weeks ago —
whether you’d been able to independently verify it and what you made of the assertions from
Abubakar Shekau that the girls would be released in return for the release of Boko Haram
members who are being held by the Nigerian Government?

MS. PSAKI: Well, in the video — we have seen the video. We have no reason to question its
authenticity. Our intelligence experts are combing through every detail of the video for clues that
might help in ongoing efforts to secure the release of the girls. Obviously, it was just released, so
we don’t have any specific update on that.

In terms of the question you had about the reports of a trade offer, as you know, Nigeria is in the
lead. We are simply supporting their efforts. We, as you know — also, our policy is to deny — the
United States policy, | should say, is to deny kidnappers the benefits of their criminal acts,
including ransoms or concessions, so I don’t have any other particular update on this report.

QUESTION: But if the Nigerians decide to go ahead with this swap, you would then support
them in this, would you, because --

MS. PSAKI: I’m not going to speculate on that. It’s — you’re familiar with our position.
Obviously, again, the Nigerian Government has the lead here.

QUESTION: Okay.
QUESTION: Is there a concern --

QUESTION: The U.S. has certain assets on the ground in Nigeria now in terms of data
collecting or intelligence collecting and so on. The U.S. does have assets, correct? And it is
aiding the government?

MS. PSAKI: We are providing intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance support. We do
have a team on the ground, as | spoke about a little bit on Friday. Of that team, 26 of the 27
members — that includes some who have come in and some who are already on the ground — are
on the ground in Nigeria digging in on the search and coordinating closely with the Nigerian
Government as well as international partners and allies. So we are, as you’ve heard the President
and the Secretary say, doing everything possible to assist in their effort.

QUESTION: Can I just — I got two --



MS. PSAKI: Okay.

QUESTION: -- extremely brief ones on Nigeria. One, how would the United States be in any
position to authenticate a video, this video?

MS. PSAKI: I said we have no reason to question the authenticity. There’s a difference.

QUESTION: I know. Do you have any way to authenticate it, short of if you have a photograph
of every single one of these girls and then could match them — do you have a photograph of --

MS. PSAKI: It would be challenging to do --
QUESTION: All right.

MS. PSAKI: -- but regardless, we use every clue possible to see how it can contribute to finding
the girls.

QUESTION: Right, no. But I mean, you don’t know if these girls are, in fact, those — the ones
that are abducted. And I’m wondering if you have any way, if you do have a way to authenticate,
if you have photographs of those who have been reported missing, that you could compare with
the pictures with the video. Do you?

MS. PSAKI: Idon’t have any other details on how we’re looking into the video.

QUESTION: Okay. And one that you corrected yourself — you said we oppose or “our policy is
to deny” kidnappers the benefits of their actions, but then you changed that to say “the United
States policy” is --

MS. PSAKI: Well, I thought I was saying it in a confusing manner, so that’s why I said “the
United States.”

QUESTION: Okay. Do you have concerns that other countries do not necessarily share your
feelings about the benefits of paying ransom for people who have been abducted?

MS. PSAKI: 1don’t think I have to speak to what the policies of other countries are on this
front.

QUESTION: Well, you speak to people’s policies on lots of other things. Do you have concerns
that other countries are actually going around and paying ransoms to Boko Haram or to other
terrorist groups?

MS. PSAKI: TIjust don’t have anything for you on that, Matt.

QUESTION: Would the United States Government consider kidnapping Boko Haram members
and doing a prisoner exchange?



MS. PSAKI: That’s quite a line of conspiracy theory there, Lucas.



May 9, 2014

Jen Psaki, Spokesperson
Daily Press Briefing, selections on Nigeria
Washington, DC

MS. PSAKI: | have one update for all of you at the top. A number of you have been asking for
updates on the specifics of the interagency team that will be traveling to Nigeria. Just as a
reminder, these individuals are complementing our country team that’s already been on the
ground, has been in close touch with Nigerian authorities from the beginning, working hard to
assess their needs.

So arriving today, there will be seven from AFRICOM and one from State, seven — so that is a
total of eight. An additional seven will be arriving tomorrow — three from the FBI, three from the
State Department, one from USAID. As we’ve been outlining all along, these individuals will be
complementing our team on the ground. They’ll be working with authorities and local
populations. They’ll be providing technical and investigatory assistance, helping with hostage
negotiations, advising on military planning and operations, and assisting with intelligence and
information. And obviously, as needs are assessed, if there are needs for more, we’ll continue to
assess that.

That’s what I have at the top. Should we start with the ladies in the front?

QUESTION: Yeah. Well, we — can we follow up to start with --

MS. PSAKI: Go ahead.

QUESTION: -- while you’re on that subject?

MS. PSAKI: Sure.

QUESTION: Today, President Jonathan said that the girls were still in Nigeria.

MS. PSAKI: Mm-hmm.

QUESTION: U.S. intelligence is saying they’ve probably been split out and moved out of the
country. Are you guys discussing this? Have you got any more information as to where those —
where they could be?

And then to follow up on what you’ve just announced, what exactly is the strategy here? Is it the
idea to work with the Nigerians, build it up — isn’t that time — going to take some time to build up
that capacity? The U.S. is considering sending surveillance aircraft and stuff. When is that kind

of decision going to be made? Is it only after a strategy is formulated or — I’m just looking at
timing of those kinds of decisions.



MS. PSAKI: Certainly. Well, let me answer your first question. Our assessment hasn’t changed,
but obviously, these discussions are ongoing, and our priority and the priority of the Nigerians is
getting the girls back to their families. So we are — those discussions are ongoing.

Let me provide you just one more quick update: Yesterday, Ambassador Entwistle met with
President Goodluck Jonathan on the margins of the World Economic Forum. They agreed on the
importance of quick action on the UN designation of Boko Haram as a terrorist group. President
Jonathan also affirmed his continued support for the multidisciplinary team.

And as you’ve heard the Secretary say and the President and other very senior officials, we want
to move as quickly as possible. And let’s not forget that this specific offer and acceptance of
assistance happened only three days ago. We have — already have individuals on the ground who
will be assisting with the needs of the Nigerian Government.

Obviously, time is of the essence, and we’re going to do everything we can to move this as
quickly as possible. And coordination meetings — internal coordination meetings, meetings with
officials in the Nigerian Government are ongoing, and they will be over the course of the next
couple of days.

QUESTION: And so the Nigerians have asked for surveillance and possibly intelligence
sharing, a sensitive issue. How seriously are you considering that?

MS. PSAKI: Well, obviously, intel sharing will be part of what our team will be working
together on. Beyond that, I’m not going to outline further the specifics beyond what we have said
our team would be providing.

QUESTION: There’s been criticism in the last day or so that the U.S. — the Administration
dragged its feet on naming Boko Haram a terrorist organization. Would that have changed
anything as far as you’re concerned in preventing this kind of attack?

MS. PSAKI: Well, let me first say we designated three Boko Haram leaders, related
individuals, back in June of 2012, so under Secretary Clinton. Designating groups or leaders is
one key tool in our toolbox, but it’s not the only one. And I would point you to President
Obama’s speech he gave almost exactly a year ago where he talked about the need for a holistic
approach to countering terrorism. That’s what we’re pursuing, what we’ve been pursuing with
the Nigerians and international partners. We’ve been working to counter Boko Haram for many,
many years. And designating is one tool, but certainly, we’ve been long — we have long been
working on this effort before the designation last November.

QUESTION: Can I just go back to --
MS. PSAKI: Mm-hmm.

QUESTION: -- Lesley’s initial question about do you believe that the girls are still in one group
or whether they’ve been split up?



MS. PSAKI: 1don’t have any other details to share in terms of what the discussions are on the
ground.

QUESTION: And you’re in contact with governments in neighboring countries where it’s
believed some of these girls might have been taken to?

MS. PSAKI: We have been. Our — as | mentioned yesterday, I don’t have any new updates, but
we’ve been in contact through our embassies on the ground, yes.

QUESTION: And do you have any reaction to the news this morning from Amnesty
International that, in fact, the Nigerian army was warned about — nearly five hours before the
girls were snatched that this was coming and they just didn’t have enough teams on the ground —
I appreciate it’s in northeastern Nigeria, but they just didn’t have enough people that they could
muster to try and stop the raid happening. Is this a dereliction of the duty of the Nigerian
authorities?

MS. PSAKI: Well, obviously, given how horrific this tragedy is of the kidnapping of these
girls, I think it’s only natural that people are looking back and seeing what could have been done
differently or what preparations could have been made. And as you know, we’ve been working
very closely with the Nigerian Government for months, if not years, on increasing their capacity
building and ability to address these threats. But again, I don’t have any specific assessment from
here from the U.S. Government on past reports.

QUESTION: Following on Jo’s point, the government is telling us that they had maybe two
hours’ notice. Is there — and | know that you just touched on this — but how can the U.S. help the
Nigerians get their arms around a security situation that has been bedeviling them for years now
in terms of what sort of capacity building can be done? Is it just enough to have 50 Marines who
have been training with the military? Is that enough? Do you see more proactive approaches in
terms of protecting other schools in the northern part of the country?

MS. PSAKI: Well, Roz, without getting into a too specific level of detail, part of our effort,
including with this team but also that’s been ongoing, is to, as you mentioned, increase the
capacity of the Nigerian Government, including helping Nigeria professionalize its military to
counter threats like these, working on Nigerian law — working with them, | should say — Nigerian
law enforcement so that they can better investigate and assist in hostage situations, preventing
future hostage situations. We’re also helping to provide, as you know, economic assistance to
help with all of these areas. And our overall effort here is to help stem the threats of extremism
from Boko Haram and other groups. And certainly, as we look at this tragedy, working with the
Nigerian Government to do everything we can to prevent in the future is part of our effort as
well.

QUESTION: Jen, sorry, just to go back to — when you mentioned there’s three State Department
people flying out today and three tomorrow, which departments are they from within State?

MS. PSAKI: Let me see if | have any greater level of detail on that specifically, Jo. We have a
team leader who’s going from our AF Bureau who’s going to help assist in that front. We have



some communications and mid-term response support as well going. If there’s more detail I can
provide, we’re happy to send that around to all of you.

QUESTION: Okay.
QUESTION: Is the U.S. going to raise with the Nigerian Government this Amnesty report?

MS. PSAKI: We’ve been in very close contact with them, and there are a range of discussions
going on. I'll check and see if there’s more level of detail on that.

Do we have more on Nigeria?
QUESTION: Yeah.
MS. PSAKI: Go ahead.

QUESTION: Are you not considering or — and if not, why — like a team — requesting a team of
military special ops like the folks hunting Kony?

MS. PSAKI: 1 think the Department of Defense has spoken to this, and I’d point you to their
comments. That’s not — we’re providing a range of assistance on the ground with — as part of our
interagency team, but that’s not currently what we’re discussing.

QUESTION: Does the United States believe it will be possible to get all the girls back or some
of the girls back? Is there any indication yet that this is going to be possible? It’s been — | mean,
it’s been three weeks and they’re going on four now, so --

MS. PSAKI: Well, certainly, Jo. Obviously, it’s challenging, and the Secretary answered a
question on this when he did his Twitter town hall this morning. It’s challenging. Time is of the
essence. It’s been, I think, 25 days now since these girls were taken. We’re going to do
everything possible. But again, given the circumstances, it’s tough, and I don’t want to make any
predictions about the outcome.

QUESTION: Well, what about — can 1 just ask also — there were eight other girls who were
taken from a different part of northeastern Nigeria as well. Will your — on the weekend. Will
your search extend to them? Are you going to try and bring everybody into this hunt?

MS. PSAKI: I’'m happy to check on that level of specificity. Obviously, any young girls who
are taken in circumstances like these our team would be working in the capacity we can offer
assistance with the government. So I’ll see how expansive this focus is.

QUESTION: And I just wonder more broadly, I mean, this is an issue where | think girls, once
they reach a certain age, 12 and above, once they’re considered to have been in puberty are
considered as marriageable in the culture in parts of Nigeria. | wonder more broadly what the
United States can do to try and educate Nigerian society and society more broadly that these are
still children; they’re not of the age of majority yet, and they should be given — girls and boys



should be given the opportunity to reach maturity. And this idea of marriage as a child is actually
one that’s abhorrent to many countries in the West.

MS. PSAKI: Yeah. You are right. And this is another question that the Secretary answered this
morning. | think obviously in his view, one of the things we can do is talk about and shine a light
on these horrific and abhorrent acts that are happening around the world. And we, as you know,
put out a report every year on trafficking. We do everything we can to raise concerns about child
trafficking, about child marriage, about many of these issues that we consider human rights
abuses. And there really is no, I think, silver lining we can look at when it comes — we can — we
should be pointing to when it comes to the tragedy in Nigeria. However, we are all talking about
this right now. News networks around the world are talking about this right now. And I think
what people need to remember is that this isn’t a new — this is not a new unfortunate occurrence.
There are children who are married around the world, there are — who are married, | should say,
against their will around the world. There is trafficking that’s happening around the world, and
we need to do everything we can to talk about it. And I think that’s something the Secretary will
continue to be focused on.



May 8, 2014

Jen Psaki, Spokesperson

Daily Press Briefing, selections on Nigeria
Washington, DC

QUESTION: Secretary Kerry noted this morning that the team, the American team, is hitting
the ground today — or now, and he called on the international community to focus their attention
on fighting Boko Haram. | wanted to go back to a question that was asked yesterday but sort of
maybe add some more depth to it. You were asked whether — why it had taken so long to
designate Boko Haram as an FTO. And I don’t know if you’ve seen the story that’s out today in
an online publication that, in fact, Secretary Clinton, who | know was before your time, but she
and the State Department on that point, back in 2011-2012, fought against CIA, Justice
Department, other advice, to designate Boko Haram as an FTO, which I believe gives law
enforcement agencies certain powers that they can then go in and start helping.

What is your reaction to that? Why did the Secretary — did — was that true that she refused the
advice of other agencies within the Administration? And if so, why?

MS. PSAKI: Well, I’'m obviously not going to discuss internal debates, especially those that
happened years ago. But under Secretary Clinton, | would remind you, we did designate three
Boko Haram leaders in 2012. That was an important step, one that the United States was forward
on, one that did put in place some resulting actions. And obviously, there’s a long process that
goes to determining whether you should designate.

But I think an important reminder here is designations are just one tool we use to fight terrorism.
There are a range of steps, including under Secretary Clinton, that Secretary Kerry has
continued, stepping up counterterrorism cooperation with not just the Nigerian Government but
other governments in Northern Africa, stepping up other resources that we can provide and work
with teams on the ground to do. So this is just one tool, but there were many steps that were
taken given the rising concern about Boko Haram, and we’ve only seen a lot of the horrific
actions that they’ve taken unfortunately increase over the course of the last several months.

QUESTION: But do you feel you lost a couple of years? | mean, the big attack where they first
really came to international notice was — well, though, they’d been around a while before that —
was in 2011 when they bombed a UN building in Abuja.

MS. PSAKI: Mm-hmm.

QUESTION: Did you lose a couple of years by not focusing attention on Boko Haram
(inaudible)? Have — did — they were a very nebulous, shadowy kind of organization. These two
years — did it allow them to regroup, and has that in some way hampered the fight that you’re
now going to have on your hands?

MS. PSAKI: No, because designating an organization as a Foreign Terrorist Organization is just
one tool. Obviously, the rise of Boko Haram, their increasing acts of terrorism around Africa, is
something that we’ve been watching closely. It’s something that Secretary Clinton and her team



were watching closely. Obviously, with the tragic events, with the kidnapping of the Nigerian
girls, the world is now watching this, including many across the United States, more closely.
And it does — which is why the Secretary raised this this morning — raise a spotlight on this issue
and one that we are, despite the tragedy, happy to have on it, given how horrific these events
have been and how concerned we are about their proliferation over the last several months and
years.

QUESTION: Jen, on this. The — one of the debates at the time — at least had by many experts,
not necessarily within the building — was that by designating the entire organization, not just the
individuals, that it would in some ways be used or manipulated by the Nigerian military, which is
notoriously brutal, and that it would be used perhaps for them to go in and just carry out massive
human rights abuses beyond what they’ve already been accused of. Does this building no longer
have that sense or assessment or concern about the Nigerian military given that we’re now
talking about them perhaps needing to carry out a hostage rescue operation? Do we no longer
have these concerns about their abuses?

MS. PSAKI: Well, again, I think — if | remember correctly, | think when we designated Boko
Haram in November we talked about this a little bit in terms of our concerns and how assistance
would be provided as a result of that. That hasn’t changed, but also the Nigerian Government
naturally has the lead in this process. The Secretary, as you know, and other members of the
Administration have been working closely with them. He’s spoken with President Goodluck
Jonathan — I’ve — I don’t have anything new today to tell you on that, but — in several times in
recent days. And that will continue. And our view is that obviously, this event is so tragic and
horrific. We need to do everything we can, as you’ve heard President Obama say, to provide all
the resources we can to bring the girls home.

QUESTION: Do you know --

QUESTION: So has the level of confidence on part of this building in the abilities of the
Nigerian military and government gone up since then?

MS. PSAKI: I'm not going to do a grading of that, but obviously these are --
QUESTION: The concerns persist, though, is what you were saying with the --

MS. PSAKI: Nothing has changed about that, and our limitations on aid and how we provide it
hasn’t changed. But at the same time, President Goodluck Jonathan has been open to and
embraced our offer of assistance in recent days. Our team, as the Secretary said, has began to
arrive on the ground. I know someone asked yesterday about the size. There are —and | think
DOD has provided some numbers in a variety of ways. | think one thing to remember is that
there are already dozens if not more than that people on the ground who can be put in place to
assist. Obviously, we’re sending more, so it’s safe to say that the numbers of people who will be
assisting from the United States are in the dozens. The exact numbers we’ll determine over the
course of the coming days.

Go ahead.



QUESTION: Do you know when President Goodluck Jonathan first requested U.S. aid for — to
rescue some of these girls? My understanding is that there was some lapse on that, that that
hadn’t happened immediately.

MS. PSAKI: That’s accurate. As you heard the Secretary say yesterday, in order to provide
assistance and the resources that the United States Government has, you need to have a willing
partner. And obviously, time is of the essence, and it’s been now 24, 25 days since these girls
were abducted. But we’re going to move as quickly as possible at this point.

QUESTION: So if he said that yesterday, does that mean that Nigeria formally asked for the
assistance as recently as in the last 24 hours?

MS. PSAKI: Well, we offered and it was accepted.
QUESTION: Do you know exactly when?

MS. PSAKI: When we — when the Secretary spoke with the Nigerian president two days ago, |
believe.

QUESTION: Okay. All right, thanks.

QUESTION: Do you know whether this building has talked with counterparts in Cameroon or
in Chad, perhaps, given the proximity to their borders, on expanding this cooperation and trying
to recover the girls?

MS. PSAKI: We have. As we’ve noted in the past, we have been concerned about where —
movement of the girls. Our embassies in Cameroon and Chad have been engaging with host
governments ever since the abduction occurred several weeks ago. And also important to note
for you, Lara and others, that we’ve been closely engaged with the Nigerian Government through
our embassy on the ground as well for the last several weeks. It’s just a determination of what
additional new assistance beyond what we’ve been providing for some time now.

QUESTION: Have there been any discussion about forming similar teams in those countries
with consultation from Abuja on expanding the search, as it were, or has it gotten to that point
yet?

MS. PSAKI: Well, Roz, obviously, with our teams on the ground and our additional resources
that will be going, that will be the coordinating entity. So beyond that, if there are needs to
expand into other areas, into one — I’m sure it will be coordinated through there.

QUESTION: And I'm sure this has been asked and answered previously --

MS. PSAKI: No, go ahead.



QUESTION: -- but is the U.S. assistance that’s coming now or the team that’s getting on the
ground now, is that specific to the schoolgirls’ rescue? I mean, as you know, there’s so much
violence that’s continuing beyond that --

MS. PSAKI: Itis, but --
QUESTION: -- kind of finite event.

MS. PSAKI: -- but it’s also important to note that long before this, and before we designated
Boko Haram, we have been increasing our level of assistance — coordination on counterterrorism
efforts, intel sharing — before this specific team went to the ground.

QUESTION: But did that --
QUESTION: Why was (inaudible)?

QUESTION: Was that people on the ground? Sorry. Was that actually American units or
personnel on the ground at that point?

MS. PSAKI: Well, as you remember — | mean, we have an expansive team in Nigeria that works
at our embassy from a range of agencies that’s been coordinating. I outlined this a little bit the
other day, but prior to the announcement just two days ago we had already been providing a
range of assistance, including — to Nigeria, including information sharing, efforts to improve
Nigeria’s forensics and investigative capacity.

Our assistance also stresses the importance of protecting civilians and ensuring human rights are
protected. We work with them to strengthen their criminal justice system, increase confidence in
the government by supporting its efforts to hold those responsible for violence accountable.
We’ve been working with the military to improve — the Nigerian military — to improve its
professional military education, bolster counter-1ED capacity, carry out responsible CT
operations.

Last year, we also provided an additional approximately $3 million in law enforcement
assistance to Nigeria. So point being, we have been providing assistance. This is specific to the
events that happened just a few weeks ago.

Go ahead, Jo.

QU