Speech by President Nasser Denouncing Proposal for a Canal
Users Association, September 15 *

In these decisive days in the history of mankind, these days in which
truth struggles to have itself recognized in international chaos where
powers of evil domination and imperialism have prevailed, Egypt
stands firmly to preserve her sovereignty. Your country stands
solidly and stanchly to preserve her dignity against imperialistic
schemes of a number of nations who have uncovered their desires for
domination and supremacy.

In these days and in such circumstances Egypt has resolved to show
the world that when small nations decide to preserve their sover-
eignty, they will do that all right and that when these small nations
are fully determined to defend their rights and maintain their dig-
nity, they will undoubtedly succeed in achieving their ends.

* Ante, pp. 331-333.
* Given at an Air Force graduation ceremony at Bilbeis. Text from American

press, Sept. 16, 1956.
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‘We are now hearing saber-rattling in Britain and France, those big
powers which aim at derogating Egypt from sovereignty. I declare
in the name of the Egyptian people who have smashed the fetters of
foreign domination, aggression and feudalism that we are fully deter-
mined to defend our sovereign rights and preserve our dignity.

Conspiracies and threats attempted by big powers will never in-
timidate us. We believe in our sovereign rights and we shall never
allow imperialists to derogate them from us. These are objectives
which we have proclaimed since the inception of the revolution. We
shall never falter or be terrified by threats. We stick firmly to these
principles and objectives and we shall defend them to the last drop of
our blood.

I am speaking in the name of every Egyptian Arab and in the name
of all free countries and of all those who believe in liberty and are
ready to defend it. I am speaking in the name of principles pro-
claimed by these countries in the Atlantic Charter. But they are now
violating these principles and it has become our lot to shoulder the
responsibility of reafirming and establishing them anew.

Now that we have effected complete evacuation of the British forces
and purged Egyptian soil of the vestiges of foreign domination, it is
our divine duty to defend our free and independent country against
the conspiracies and vile desires of the imperialists.

Today we have practiced one of our sovereign rights and seen
attempts made to derogate from our sovereignty.

Selwyn Lloyd declared at the London conference that we are living
in an age in which a sovereign country may surrender some of her
rights. But I believe this can be done only by countries practicing
their sovereignty as well as that of other countries. A country that
wishes to be really free and independent and that will not infringe on
the sovereignty of others will practice its sovereign rights by itself
and will never transcend them.

Egypt is now a sovereign country which will never transgress
against other countries and she is fully determined never to allow
others to infringe on her sovereignty. On Aug. 2, Britain, the United
States and France called for a conference which they labeled a confer-
ence on internationalization of the Suez Canal.

They alleged Egypt could derive no benefits from the canal. Pre-
viously they had denied us loans and financial aid necessary for the
High Dam project and they seemed bent on depriving Egypt of
benefits she could derive from the canal to raise the standard of living
of her people. The British Premier declared: “all our trouble is
with Gamal Abdel Nasser,” for naturally Eden is not interested in
seeing a glorious and powerful army in Egypt. |
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What does all this amount to? They are determined to frustrate
Egyptian attempts at progress and industrialization. Economic pres-
sure has been applied against Egypt to stifle the progress of her people
and reduce them to submission. But I am fully aware we shall never
submit to pressure or threats and that we can rely on our own re-
sources and efforts.

Then came the London conference to which certain states were
invited and where a number of resolutions were laid down with the
concurrence of some of the states invited. This was followed by a
visit to Egypt of the five-power commission headed by Menzies who
declared he had come to reach an understanding with Egypt—an un-
derstanding under the threat of aggression and use of force.

‘We have tried by all possible means to cooperate with those coun-
tries which claim to assist smaller nations and which promised to
collaborate with us but they demanded their fees in advance. This
we refused so they started to fight with us. They said they will pay
toward building the High Dam and then they withdrew their offer
and cast doubts on the Egyptian economy. Are we to declaim [dis-
claim?] our sovereign right? Egypt insists her sovereignty must
remain intact and refuses to give up any part of that sovereignty for
the sake of money.

Egypt nationalized the Egyptian Suez Canal company. When
Egypt granted the concession to de Lesseps it was stated in the con-
cession between the Egyptian Government and the Egyptian company
that the company of the Suez Canal is an Egyptian company subject
to Egyptian authority. Egypt nationalized this Egyptian company
and declared freedom of navigation will be preserved.

But the imperialists became angry. Britain and France said Egypt
grabbed the Suez Canal as if it were part of France or Britain. The
British Foreign Secretary forgot that only two years ago he signed
an agreement stating the Suez Canal is an integral part of Egypt.

Egypt declared she was ready to negotiate. But as soon as negotia-
tions began threats and intimidations started.

Yesterday many ships arrived and for the first time in years fifty
ships were piloted through the canal. The canal authority has today
seventy Egyptian pilots. These Egyptian and Greek pilots who re-
fused bribery and temptation worked day and night and were able
to maintain navigation in the canal. As I speak to you now the canal,
thanks to Egyptian and Greek pilots, is still open. 'We have succeeded
in foiling a conspiracy of Britain, France and the pilots and we have
proved to the world when a nation wants to preserve its freedom, it
will be free.
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Today in the name of the Egyptian people, in the name of each one
of you, I honor those men by granting them the Egyptian Order of
Merit.

Today we have won a battle of conspiracy and treachery. Today
conspirators in moral and international anarchy have been defeated.
Today as we win this battle through perseverance and will power we
go forward to attain victories in other fields. Today we must defeat
forces that are trying to mislead world public opinion.

Great powers are struck with the fever of greed, but we will never-
theless preserve our rights. ,

Eden stated in the House of Commons there shall be no discrimi-
nation between states using the canal. We on our part reaffirm that
and declare there is no discrimination between canal users. He also
said Egypt shall not be allowed to succeed because that would spell
success for Arab nationalism and would be against their policy, which
aims at the protection of Israel.

Today they are speaking of a new association whose main objective
would be to rob Egypt of the canal and deprive her of rightful canal
dues. Suggestions made by Eden in the House of Commons which
. have been backed by France and the United States are a clear violation
of the 1888 convention, since it is impossible to have two bodies organiz-
ing navigation in the canal.

It is equally impossible for the proposed organization to remain
abroad and continue to collect dues. If this were permissible we for
our part would form an organization for users of the port of London—
a situation which would spell international anarchy and the end of
international law and relations.

We instructed our Ambassador to Washington to tell America’s
Foreign Secretary that America is helping Britain excite people in
Egypt and engage them in a new war. The American President has
been speaking of maintaining peace, so why does America support
this proposal for the formation of an association which they call an
association for users of the canal but which is in truth one for declar-
ing war?

If the big powers are using threats to derogate from our inde-
pendence we will have them know we happen to believe in this inde-
pendence and that what we have done is purely within our sovereign
rights. What users of the canal have a right to is free passage through
the canal and this we guarantee.

They are threatening to use force against us. But we are fully
determined never to surrender any of our rights. We shall resist any
aggression and fight against those who attempt to derogate from our
sovereignty.
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By stating that, by succeeding, Abdel Nasser would weaken
Britain’s stand against Arab nationalism, Eden is in fact admitting his
real objective is not Abdel Nasser as such but rather to defeat Arab
nationalism and crush its cause. Eden speaks and finds his own an-
swer. A month ago he let out the cry that he was after Abdel Nasser.
Today the Egyptian people are fully conscious of their sovereign
rights and Arab nationalism is fully awakened to its new destiny.

Then they claim they wish to apply such and such clauses of the 1888
convention. But Egypt has been executing provisions of the 1888
convention throughout past years till the present day. Between 1888
and 1956 ships have been sailing through the canal and paying dues to
a body responsible for its administration. Ships had always abided by
measures and regulations imposed by the canal company.

Of 8,000,000 Algerians, 10,000 are fighting half a million French
soldiers. We have arms sufficient to equip those who can fight. We
shall fight aggressors.

Those who attack Egypt will never leave Egypt alive. We shall
fight a regular war, a total war, a guerrilla war. Those who attack
Egypt will soon realize they brought disaster upon themselves. He
who attacks Egypt attacks the whole Arab world. They say in their
papers the whole thing will be over in forty-eight hours. They do
not know how strong we really are.

We believe in international law. But we will never submit. We
shall show the world how a small country can stand in the face of
great powers threatening with armed might. Egypt might be a
small power but she is great inasmuch as she has faith in her power
and convictions. I feel quite certain every Egyptian shares the same
convictions as I do and believes in everything I am stressing now.

We shall defend our freedom and independence to the last drop
of our blood. This is the stanch feeling of every Egyptian. The
whole Arab nation will stand by us in our common fight against ag-
gression and domination. Free peoples, too, people who are really
free will stand by us and support us against the forces of tyranny.

Today we are victorious while we are serving every nation of the
world. We are serving countries like India and Indonesia and we
are victorious while we contribute toward world prosperity and de-
velopment of world trade.

This we have achieved by the efforts of Egyptian citizens who are
working day and night so navigation in the canal will go on uninter-
rupted and even better than it ever was before.

Today we are going forward armed with our belief in God, with
our patriotism and with our self-confidence to attain for Egypt its
dignity, freedom and honor.
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